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qualitie, called Apemantus, of the very same nature, differente from the naturall kinde of man, and lodged likewise in the middes of the fields. On a daj^they two being alone together at dinner, Apemantus said vnto him : " O Timon what a pleasant feast is this, and what a merie companie are wee, being no more but thou and I." " Naie (quoth Timon) it would be a merie banquet in deede, if there were none here but my selfe."
Wherein he shewed how like a beast (in deede) he was: for he could not abide any other man, beinge not able to suffer the company of him, which was of like nature. And if by chaunce hee happened to goe to Athenes, it was onelye to speak with Alcibiades, who then was an excellente captaine there, wherat many did marueile: and therefore Apemantus de-maunded of him, why he spake to no man, but to Alcibiades. " I speake to him sometimes, said Timon, because I know that by his occasion, the Atheniens shall receiue great hurt and trouble." Which wordes many times he told to Alcibiades him-selfe. He had a garden adioyning to his house in the fields., wherin was a figge tree, whereuppon many desperate men ordinarily did hange themselues : in place whereof, he purposed to set vp a house, and therefore was forced to cutte it downe, for which cause hee went to Athenes, and in the markette place, hee called the people about him, saying that hee had newes to telle them: when the people vnderstoode that he was about to make a discourse vnto them, which was wont to speake to no man, they marueiled, and the citizens on euery parte of the citie, ranne to heare him: to whom he saide, that he purposed to cutte downe his figge tree, to builde a house vpon the place where it stoode. "Wherefore (quoth he) if there be any man amonges you all in this company, that is disposed to hang himselfe, let him come betimes, before